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Mary knew her advantage. As the price of her friendship she
made demands in regard to the English succession which in
tone, if not in terms, surpassed all previous ones. She nearly
succeeded. Elizabeth actually thought of sending ambassadors
to offer what a few months before she had been ready to concede
only if Mary married Leicester. She cancelled the embassy, on
second thoughts, as damaging to her honour and likely to raise
Mary's stomach and terms; but the fact remains that for a few
days she was ready to concede so much. Would it prove to be
checkmate?

But in throwing off the tutelage of the Protestant party and
wedding a wretched misfit like Darnley, Mary had given scope
for the defects in her character to ruin her. A passionate courage
was all very well; indeed, she touched even Knox's imagination,
riding with her troops in the face of the raging storm, through
a little brook turned into a great river by the tempestuous rain,
riding ever with the foremost, when the most part of her force
waxed weary. Her manlike courage had won the initial victory:
it was no substitute for the statesmanship that was needed to
consolidate and perpetuate it. Her old advisers were in eclipse,
with the breakdown of their policy. Murray was in exile and
Mary hotly bent on his ruin; Maitland continued as Secretary,
but was too compromised to be trusted and was finding ample
leisure to make love to a sweetheart. It was unfortunate; it was
perhaps unavoidable; but nothing could mitigate the utter folly
of replacing a man like Maitland by the upstart Italian musician,
David Riccio - Seigneur Davie as he was mockingly called.

This man, the son of a musician, had come to Scotland in
1561, at the age of twenty-eight, in the train of the Duke of
Savoy's ambassador. Mary happened to be wanting a bass singer
to complete a quartette and therefore prevailed upon him to
stay in the country. Later he was promoted from the humble
position of musician to the post of French secretary, to write her
French correspondence, a post literary in character, not politi-
cal, although the extent and importance of Mary's French corre-
spondence gave its holder a chance of acquiring political influ-
ence. When Darnley came to Scotland he and Riccio became